PROJECT ACTIVITIES

1. Communication Products to be distributed nationally .
· Revolution will be producing cartoon strips on the cutting edge research in Biosciences month. Theses strips will be placed in the newspaper.

· SAAO will produce a career booklet for Astronomy month, these will be distributed nationally.
2. Calendar of events for the Astronomy Months
	Service Provider
	Province
	Site
	Type of activity
	Target Audience
	Date
	Length



	Boyden Observatory
	Orange Free State
	University of FS
	Astronomy Presentation Workshop for students
	
	Fri 29 Sept
	Time TBC

	Boyden Observatory
	Orange Free State
	University of FS
	A media event for 15 specially invited members of the printed media, radio and television. This event will take place at the end of the ASSA symposium at the old Lamont-Hussey Observatory in Bloemfontein. It will include an invited lecture. It will also feature information on “SALT’s first year” and other recent discoveries in astronomy with emphasis on South African contributions; Interviews should result in radio coverage exceeding a total of 30 minutes of interviews as well as coverage in the printed media exceeding one A3 page in total
	
	Sat 30 Sept
	

	MTN Science Centre
	Western Cape
	MTN Science Center
	Astronomy and telescope demonstration
	Students and general public
	Tues 3 Oct
	18H30-22H00

	Old Mutual Science Centre
	Kwa Zulu Natal
	Old-Mutual MTN Science Center in Gateway, Umhlanga Rocks
	The sky from South Africa

A computer simulation of the stars, constellations and planets as seen from the major cities of South Africa at any time of the year.

An interactive lecture by a space physicist from the Space Physics Research Institute UKZN.  He/She will speak about his research.

Career guidance by space physicists from UKZN for learners who wish to follow a career in the space sciences.

Educators will be provided with information booklets on the space sciences.

	Grade 8& 9
	Tues 3 Oct
	09H00-13H00

(Time TBC)

	Old Mutual Science Centre
	Kwa Zulu Natal
	Old-Mutual MTN Science Center.
	AS ABOVE
	Grade 8& 9
	Wed 4 Oct
	09H00-13H00

(Time TBC)

	Old Mutual Science Centre
	Kwa Zulu Natal
	Old-Mutual MTN Science Center.
	AS ABOVE
	
	Thurs 5 Oct
	09H00-13H00

(Time TBC)

	Old Mutual Science Centre
	Kwa Zulu Natal
	Old-Mutual MTN Science Center 
	AS ABOVE
	Grade 8& 9
	Fri 6 Oct
	09H00-13H00

(Time TBC)

	Old Mutual Science Centre
	Kwa Zulu Natal
	Old-Mutual MTN Science Center
	A visit and a tour Space Physics Research Institute UKZN.

An interactive lecture by a space physicist from the Space Physics Research Institute UKZN.  He/She will speak about his research.
	Undergrads students
	Sat 7 Oct
	09H00-13H00

(Time TBC)

	Sci-Fest
	Orange Free State 
	Bloemfontein

(Venue TBC)
	Presentation for Students
	Tertiary students
	Mon 9 Oct
	Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	Orange Free State 
	Kroonstad
(Venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	High School Learners
	Tues 10 Oct
	Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	Orange Free State 
	Sasolburg

(Venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	High School Learners
	Wed 11 Oct
	Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	North West 
	Klerksdorp
(Venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	High School Learners
	Thurs 12 Oct
	Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	North West 
	Potchefstroom 

(venue TBC)
	Presentation for students
	Tertiary students
	Fri 13 Oct
	Time TBC

	MTN Science Centre
	Western Cape
	MTN Science Center
	Talk by Case Rijsdijk titled “ our African Skies”
	Students and general public
	15 October (TBC)
	18H30 -20H00

Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	North West 
	Rustenburg

(Venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	High School Learners
	Mon 16 Oct
	Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	Limpopo 
	Mokopane

(Venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	High School Learners
	Tues 17 Oct
	Time TBC

	MTN Science Centre
	Northern Cape
	MTN Science Center
	Talk by Case Rijsdijk “Our African Skies”
	Tertiary students and general public
	Tues, 17 Oct
	10H00-11H30

&

19H00-20h00

	Sci-Fest
	Limpopo
	Polokwane

(Venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	
	Wed 18 Oct
	Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	Limpopo
	Phalaborwa

(venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	
	Thurs 19 Oct
	Time TBC

	Sci-Fest
	Mpumalanga
	Nelspruit (venue TBC)
	Presentation for learners
	
	Fri 20 Oct
	Time TBC

	Boyden Observatory
	Orange Free State
	University of FS
	Astronomy Presentation Workshop for students
	Qwa qwa students
	Fri 27 October
	Time TBC

	MTN Science Centre
	Western Cape
	MTN Science Centre
	Astronomy and telescope demonstration
	Students and general public
	Sunday, 30 Oct
	18H30- 22H00


3. Competitions
· Southern Science will be running a radio campaign during astronomy month called “Tune into the Stars”. Tune in to the Stars is a public awareness campaign designed to increase understanding of the principles of radio astronomy and promote South Africa’s commitment to, and expertise in, the field.  In a co-ordinated approach, the targeted stations will also be encouraged to feature a live interview during the month with one of our astronomy spokespeople. The content of the interviews will be flexible depending on the individual stations’ audience but the uniting theme will be the use of radio astronomy to further our understanding of the universe, and South Africa’s key ongoing role in international research. Ideally, mention will be made of locally relevant projects (HartRAO, the KAT and the SKA). Audience interaction will also be encouraged through phone-in discussions or question and answer sessions where possible. This campaign will be run in North West and Northern Cape in the following languages: English, Afrikaans, Isizulu and Setswana.
In addition SAASTA is co-ordinating lectures by Astronomers with the Physics and Engineering students in the following Universities University of Johannesburg, University of KZN, UCT, Univ. Of Limpopo, Univ. of the North West and University of Free State.
